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On the threshold of a New Year, we begin again the Gospel stories of the Ministry of Our
Lord. We look back over two thousand years to the beginning of the Good News, and in
our scriptures, we go back even further to the creation stories and the words of the
Prophets. When we do this, it is so important not to loose sight of what is to come; we
can be so immersed in the past that we fail to understand that we live in the present day
and that what we are to be is more important than what we are today.
Isaiah, in our first reading, is looking forward to the coming of the Servant of the Lord.
He paints a portrait of a humble man, filled with the Spirit of God, who will act with integrity and justice. This is not the figure of a king or a warrior but of a man who cares for
his people. One who will bring true justice into the lives of all the people and who seeks
to free those who are blind, those who are in prison, those who live in darkness and bring
them back into God’s light.
Peter has seen God’s light, he has followed Him through the Holy Land, sat with him at table, and listened to His word. Now enlightened by that light he realises that the mission of Jesus was not to the Jews alone but to all the peoples of the world. Led by the spirit he
comes to the house of Cornelius, a pagan, a Roman, one who in the eyes of the Law was unclean. He sits at table with him, shares in
his meal and speaks to him and his household about the Lord. He has come to realise that God does not have favourites; after the meal
he baptises all who have found faith in Jesus Christ.
John begins the preparations for the coming of Christ; he leads the ordinary people to a baptism of repentance through washing away
their sins in the waters of the Jordan. Now Jesus comes to him, He requires no distinction between Himself and the people gathered in
this place. He is content to share in this baptism. We are all equal in the eyes of God and, as we enter this new year, the regrets of the
past can be put aside if we seek forgiveness and can look forward to working for God’s Kingdom and a new life in Christ.

David Frank
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ALL ARE WELCOME

The City Centre Partnership aims to be welcoming and inclusive to all, and it is always a joy to welcome to our celebrations of
Holy Mass those of our brothers and sisters who are not in full communion with the Catholic Church. If you are not (yet) a
Catholic or are indisposed to receive Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, you are invited to come forward at the appropriate
time and receive a blessing from the priests distributing Holy Communion, indicating this by folding your arms over your chest.
We would ask those who are in communion with the Church and are able to receive, to familiarise themselves with the correct
means of receiving the Sacred Host and consume the Host before moving away from the priest or minister of Communion to
go back to your place.
If you are considering becoming a Catholic and would like more information, one of the priests would be more than happy to
explore this with you.

CLOISTER CAFÉ

Please note that the Cloister Café will be closed this Monday, 9 January, for a private reception.

PAULINE BOOKS & MEDIA

The staff of Pauline Books and Media thank you for your continued support throughout 2022. The centre is now closed for the
Christmas break and will reopen as usual on Tuesday 10 January.

CITY CENTRE PARKING PERMITS

Newcastle City Council has once again agreed to extend the Sunday Parking Permit arrangement for a further three month
period. The cost is £5 and the permit will be valid from 1 January 2023 until 31 March 2023. The permits, are available from
the back of the Cathedral from next Sunday, 18 December, and then from the Cathedral Office Monday to Friday 10.00am –
2.00pm and at the back of the Cathedral after all Sunday Masses. Permits will also be available at St Andrew’s.

PROUD CATHOLICS

Do you identify as LGBT+ or are you questioning your sexual or gender identity? Would you like to attend a support group run
by and for LGBT+ Catholics in the North East? The next meeting will be on Tuesday 17 January at 7.30pm in the Chaplaincy
Room at St Andrew’s, Worswick Street. The group will share a meditation on the words of Our Lord from the Gospel according
to John (17:21) ’May They All Be One’. This will be followed by our usual social time. It will also be possible to connect through
Zoom. Please get in touch for the link. For more information, phone Isabel on 07858 934457, visit proudcatholics.co.uk. or email
proud.catholics@yahoo.com.

DIOCESAN PILGIMAGE TO LOURDES

Can you help the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes next year? We need nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to
provide care to the assisted pilgrims who travel with us. Previous helpers have found it is a rewarding and spiritually uplifting
week. We plan to travel on Friday 28 July. If you would like to find out more information please email or look at our website
www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk or email lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk

NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S
Baptism Preparation Session - The First session for the children who are going to be baptised in preparation for
First Holy Communion will take place on Saturday 14 January at 11.15am.
Thursday Morning Mass - Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am with pupils from our school. All are welcome to join us.
Bonus Ball Competition - St Michael’s are resuming the £1.00 per week Bonus Ball competition, which gives a guaranteed
weekly prize of £25.00. If you are interested in joining the group, please speak to Fr William.

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCY

Serving the Universities of Newcastle & Northumbria
www.catholicchaplaincy.org | Lay Chaplain: Mia Fox BSc MA 07713259173
Join us for social time in the Chaplaincy Room after Sunday Mass at St Andrew’s.
Thursday 12 January 7pm | Film Night: ’The Two Popes’
WEDNESDAYS: 6pm. - ‘ICHTHYS’ Followed by a hot (veggie) meal - £1 donation.
18 January: ’Taize Prayer’
25 January: ‘Mindfulness’ with Rev. Andi Bowsher
www.newcastlecitycentrepartnership.org.uk | www.diocesehn.org.uk
www.catholicchaplaincy.org| www.jesuitsinnewcastle.org

POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI

Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger
16 April 1927 - 31 December 2022

A Diocesan Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
will be celebrated at the Cathedral on Monday 9 January at 12.05pm.
Bishop Seamus Cunningham will preside at this Mass;
all Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Diocese are welcome to attend.
The Mass will also be live-streamed to the Cathedral’s YouTube channel.
In his homily at the Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in St Peter’s Square on Thursday 5th January,
Pope Francis commends his predecessor into the loving hands of God the Father, and prays that his joy may now be
complete as he contemplates the Lord face to face.
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Pope Francis recalled those final words spoken by the Lord, as proclaimed in the
Gospel reading at the Requiem Mass for the late Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Thursday morning in St. Peter's Square. In his
homily, the Pope said Jesus' final words summed up the Lord's entire life, "a ceaseless self-entrustment into the hands of His
Father."
The Lord's were hands of "forgiveness and compassion, healing and mercy, anointing and blessing," recalled Pope Francis, as he
entrusted Himself also into the hands of His brothers and sisters, offering the ultimate sacrifice of life in loving and serving
others.

Grateful devotion

The Pope said Jesus' invitation to entrust our spirit in the hands of the Father is a programme of life inspiring and shaping the
heart of every pastor, so that he may be "attuned in grateful devotion, in service to the Lord and to His people, a service born of
thanksgiving for a completely gracious gift."
He said this shows the great "closeness of God," who entrusts Himself into the "frail hands of his disciples," so they can care for
His people in loving service and sacrifice.

Prayerful devotion
Continuing to describe the characteristics of a pastor who strives to follow the Lord, the Pope noted that "prayerful devotion" is

required, one that is "silently shaped and refined amid the challenges and resistance that every pastor must face."
“Like the Master, a shepherd bears the burden of interceding and the strain of anointing his people, especially in situations where goodness must struggle
to prevail and the dignity of our brothers and sisters is threatened.”
The Lord, he said, then offers His "spirit of meekness that is ready to understand, accept, hope and risk," a spirit that sustains a
pastor despite the challenges, born from a pastor's confident trust in the Lord.
Every pastor of the Church, added Pope Francis, should seek to embody that trust, which is "born of prayer and adoration,
capable of discerning what is expected of a pastor and shaping his heart and his decisions in accord with God’s good time."

Consolation of the Spirit

The Pope then described how a pastor strives to be attuned to "devotion sustained by the consolation of the Spirit, who always
precedes the pastor in his mission," as he strives to share the beauty and joy of the Gospel through his life and service.
The Pope then said that as we strive to follow the Lord as an ecclesial community, we too "want to follow in His steps and to
commend our brother (Benedict) into the hands of the Father... may those merciful hands find his lamp alight with the oil of the
Gospel that he spread and testified to for his entire life."

Spiritual accompaniment

Recalling how Saint Gregory the Great urged a friend to offer him spiritual accompaniment to support him in his ministry, the
pastor also needs to commend himself to the prayers and the care of the people entrusted to him.
He noted the importance of this aspect of mutual, prayerful support, in entrusting one another to the Lord, as the Church
remembers Benedict XVI.
"God’s faithful people, gathered here," said Pope Francis, "now accompanies and entrusts to Him the life of the one who was
their pastor... We want to do this with the same wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he bestowed upon us over the years.
Together, we want to say: “Father, into your hands we commend his spirit.”

“Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his voice, now and forever!”
Thaddeus Jones for Vatican News

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS THIS WEEK IN THE CITY CENTRE PARTNERSHIP
5pm

St Andrew’s

A Special Intention

5.30pm

St Dominic’s

Patricia & Davie Kelly RIP

8am

Cathedral

People of the Parish

10am

St Dominic’s

John Croney

The

10am

Cathedral

Fr Richard Harriott (A)

Baptism

11am

St Michael’s

Celebrant’s Intention

11.30am

Cathedral

George & Celia Turnbull

6pm

St Andrew’s

Iris Crossling

6.30pm

Cathedral

John Holes RIP

7pm

St Dominic’s

People of the Parish

12.05pm

Cathedral

Diocesan Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
also Bernadette Anderson (A)

6pm

St Dominic’s

Celebrant’s Intention

Tuesday 10th January

10am

St Dominic’s

Celebrant’s Intention

Weekday in Ordinary Time

12.05pm

Cathedral

Ladislav Jurkas RIP

5.30pm

St Andrew’s

People of the Parish

Wednesday 11th January

10am

St Dominic’s

Celebrant’s Intention

Weekday in Ordinary Time

12.05pm

Cathedral

Teresa Hall RIP

5.30pm

St Andrew’s

Celebrant’s Intention

Thursday 12th January

9.30am

St Michael’s

Celebrant’s Intention

St Benet Biscop, Abbot (Memorial)

10am

St Dominic’s

Celebrant’s Intention

12.05pm

Cathedral

REQUIEM MASS: Robert Weightman RIP

5.30pm

St Andrew’s

Wellbeing of Kevin Crossling

Friday 13th January

10am

St Dominic’s

Celebrant’s Intention

Weekday in Ordinary Time

12.05pm

Cathedral

Intentions of Alain Christian Vendiola

5.30pm

St Andrew’s

Celebrant’s Intention

10am

Cathedral

Intentions of Katie & Daniel

5pm

St Andrew’s

Celebrant’s Intention

5.30pm

St Dominic’s

Sally Conway

8am

Cathedral

Intentions of the Nair Family

SUNDAY 15th JANUARY

10am

St Dominic’s

People of the Parish

The Second Sunday

10am

Cathedral

Laurie Hodgson RIP

in

11am

St Michael’s

Deceased Members of the O’Halloran Family

11.30am

Cathedral

Koffi Amoim Jeanne (A)

6pm

St Andrew’s

People of the Parish

6.30pm

Cathedral

People of the Parish

7pm

St Dominic’s

Holy Souls

SUNDAY 8th JANUARY

Of The Lord

Monday 9th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time

Saturday 14th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time

Ordinary Time

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Cathedral
Mon, Wed & Fri after 12.05pm Mass.
St. Andrew’s
Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm; Saturday 4.15pm-4.45pm
St. Dominic’s
Wed 5pm-6.30pm

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Cathedral
Mon to Wed & Fri 11am-11.45am (Rosary on Fridays)
St. Andrew’s
Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm
St. Dominic’s
Wed 5pm-6.30pm

