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 Prayer is at the centre of today’s readings.  The Psalms are a great         
storehouse of prayer and were used, daily, by the Jewish people to ask 
for God’s help, to thank him for his graciousness to them and to share 
their life burden with the Lord.  Today’s Psalm is both a prayer and a 
statement of faith; the psalmist calls on the Lord, “his light, and his 
help”.  He calls the Lord “his stronghold”, his bulwark against fear.  
Then comes a plea “to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life”; just consider what is asked for here.  This is a heartfelt call to the 
Lord to preserve the partitioner from sin, to keep him close to the Lord.  
The treasure contained in the Psalms is there for us, we only need to 
read and listen carefully and take them to heart. 

When the apostles returned to the city, after the Ascension of the Lord, 
they took with them the promise of Jesus that an advocate would be 
given to them to carry on the work of building the kingdom of God.  
The Holy Spirit would come to them, to walk with them through the 
trials that were to come and be a source of inspiration to all who fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Christ. In order to prepare for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit they responded in prayer.  Whenever we need                   
something, our recourse is to prayer; we follow the example of all those 
men and women gathered in the upper room.  They believed and were 
justified; if we believe then we will receive an answer to our prayer. 

In the passage from John, Jesus, raises His eyes to heaven and prays.  
His prayer begins with a heartfelt recognition that His time of suffering 
has arrived “the hour has come”.  He prays in words reminiscent of the 

prayer he gave us “The Our Father”, as He asks that His name be glorified just as the Father’s name is hallowed and that the promise to His 
followers be fulfilled, that they may be preserved from all evil and gain eternal life.  Throughout His ministry he has brought glory to the           
Father through His work of teaching and healing, He has made the Father more fully known to those who have listened to His voice, followed 
His example. Now He prays for those who follow His way that they may continue to proclaim the Good News of the Father’s love for all 
mankind. 

David Frank 



NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
First Holy Communion. We offer our prayers, very best wishes and congratulations to the children of our parish who made 
their First Holy Communion last Sunday.                                                                                                                                                               
May Procession. This Sunday, 21 May, at 3.00pm there will be a May Procession which will commence at the Missionaries of 
Charity in Durham Street, Newcastle to St Michael’s Church.  All are welcome.                                                                                         
150th Anniversary Celebrations - Appeal from Fr William. Fr William would like to invite all parishioners who would like to 
contribute their time and or expertise to the forthcoming 150th Anniversary, to contact him. All offers of help are very much 
appreciated. 

NEWS FROM THE CATHEDRAL                                                                                                                                             
Safeguarding Update. There have recently  been some changes to the DBS process for all NEW volunteers within the                  
diocese.  Anyone who wishes to undertake any voluntary role at the Cathedral, must make their first point of contact either             
Canon Simon or Fr William who will direct them to the Cathedral Office where the relevant paperwork will be given and                     
assistance will be available from the parish safeguarding representatives.                                                                                                                

ALL ARE WELCOME                                                                                                                                                              
The City Centre Partnership aims to be welcoming and inclusive to all, and it is always a joy to welcome to our  celebrations of 
Holy Mass those of our brothers and sisters who are not in full communion with the Catholic Church. If you are not (yet) a  
Catholic or are indisposed to receive Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, you are invited to come forward at the appropriate 
time and receive a blessing from the priests distributing Holy Communion, indicating this by folding your arms over your chest. 

We would ask those who are in communion with the Church and are able to receive, to familiarise themselves with the correct 
means of receiving the Sacred Host and consume the Host before moving away from the priest or minister of Communion to 
go back to your place. 

If you are considering becoming a Catholic and would like more information, one of the priests would be more than happy to 
explore this with you. 

NDSCO RECITAL SERIES 2023                                                                                                                                               
The Newcastle and District Society of Organists Recital Series 2023 have now begun at St Dominic’s. Come and hear these super 
players on one of the best organs in the North East, the 1883 Willis. The next recital is this Friday, 26 May, and will be given by 
concert organist David Goode. The series continues on 23 June, Miriam Reveley (St George’s Chapel Windsor) and then on 21 
July, Andrew Wyatt (Truro Cathedral). Doors open at 7pm, the recital begins at 7.30pm. Tickets are available on the door, with 
prices at £10, or £5 for under 21’s. 

NEWS FROM ST DOMINIC’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
First Holy Communion. A group of 14 children from St Catherine's school and the Parish will celebrate the receiving of the 
Blessed Sacrament this Sunday, 21 May at the 10am Mass. We offer prayers of support for them and their families on this very 
special occasion. A very big thank you to all those who have supported the children throughout their preparation. 
Charity Boxes. Thank you to everyone who has supported the Turkey and Syria appeal. From this weekend 20/21 May the em-
phasis will change. One box will be labelled CAFOD - supporting international disasters and the other box labelled SVP - will 
support local and parish needs (work in the care centre, deaf club and our own parish conference). 

NEWS FROM ST ANDREW’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
Offertory Collection. Following the recent announcement the collection basket for cash donations is still available at the back of 
church. However, this weekend for people who don’t use cash there is the option to make your donations contactless. It is very 
easy to use, just follow the instructions on the screen using your debit/credit card. Many thanks.  

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY                                                                                                                             
Today is World Communications Day, when we take up the command of Jesus to preach the Good News of the Gospel to the 
whole world. Vital to this is good communication - The Bishops' Conference works hard to forge positive relationships with me-
dia outlets to communicate news relating to every aspect of the life of the Catholic Church and her people, through their web-
sites, publications and social media channels.                                                                                                                                         
There will be a retiring collection at all Masses next Sunday to support this work. 

THE NEWMAN ASSOCIATION                                                                                                                                                                 
The Newman Tyneside Circle invites you to come and hear Chris Maunder speak on ‘Our Lady of the Nations – Apparitions of 
Mary in 20th Century Catholic Europe’ at St Cuthbert’s Church Hall, North Shields, on Wednesday, 31 May at 7.30pm. Chris 
Maunder is retired Senior Lecturer and Visiting Fellow, Theology & Religious Studies, York St John University, and a researcher 
and writer in the area of Marian Studies.  The title of his talk is that of his book (2016, Oxford University Press).  A scholar of 
Catholic popular religion in professional life, he is also passionate about Marian shrines, visiting them across Europe and helping 
to maintain his local shrine, a 15th-century rock chapel in Knaresborough. 

THE LAY TRAINING FUND                                                                                                                              
Next Sunday, 28 May, there will be a retiring collection at all Masses for the Lay Training Fund in the Diocese.                                                                                                                                        
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WEDNESDAYS: 6pm. - ‘ICHTHYS’  with a veggie dinner                                                                                                                             

24 May - ‘Understanding The Trinity’ (sort of)                                                                                        

31 May - ‘The Pope Answers’ - A film about 10 young people questioning Pope Francis 

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCY                                                                    

Serving the Universities of Newcastle & Northumbria 

www.catholicchaplaincy.org | Lay Chaplain: Mia Fox BSc MA 07713259173 

Join us for social time in the Chaplaincy Room after Sunday Mass at St Andrew’s. 

A DAY FOR CATECHISTS                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Are you involved with Baptismal Preparation, First Holy Communions, Confirmations, Marriage Preparation, RCIA, Children’s 
Liturgy or other faith sharing initiatives? We are excited to host the largest gathering of Catechists the diocese has seen in recent 
times. This will be a special opportunity to come together and renew our approach to sacramental preparation and faith-sharing 
post-pandemic at St Robert of Newminster Catholic School, Washington, on Saturday 15 July.We will be sharing key principles 
from the New Directory of Catechesis and affirming good practices, as well as providing new ideas and inspiration. Individuals 
and parish groups are welcome. To book a place, please visit the Events page on the diocesan website, diocesehn.org.uk. 

THE UPPER ROOM                                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Upper Room is a group of Catholic young adults in the City Centre Partnership. We would like to warmly invite you to join 
our community where you will find a safe space to explore your faith, guided by Fr Peter Randall SJ. We meet every first Monday 
of the month, and our meetings consist of developing spirituality in creative ways e.g. drama, prayer, and fellowship, and sharing 
a meal. Our next meeting will take place on the 5 June at 7pm at St Dominic’s Church (Community Room). If interested, please 
contact Alex on 07546991727 or by email at alex.svalova@icloud.com. 

PROUD CATHOLICS                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Do you identify as LGBT+ or are you questioning your sexual or gender identity?  Would you like to attend a support group run 
by and for LGBT+ Catholics in the North East? ‘Proud Catholics’ meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at St An-
drew's RC Church, Worswick St.  
The next meeting, on the theme ‘Sharing the Spiritual’ will be on Tuesday, 20 June at 7.30pm. We are invited to bring along 
something that has spiritual significance for us, such as a book, poetry, prayer, picture or piece of craftwork, and share how it has 
inspired us. Zoom link available (get in touch if interested). For more information, phone Isabel on 07858 934457, 
email proud.catholics@yahoo.com, or visit our website proudcatholics.co.uk 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION FOR FR DERMOTT DONNELLY 
All are invited to gather at the Emmaus Youth Village, Allensford, Consett on Saturday 1 July at 3pm for Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Seamus Cunningham to mark the first anniversary of the death of Fr Dermott Donnelly. Young people will share the im-
pact of Fr Dermott’s ministry, plus we will have an opportunity to hear about redevelopment of the Youth Village and new initia-
tives that are underway. Following Mass there will be a barbeque and social time. 
Come along and support Fr Dermott’s charity “Significance” so that the work can continue. Barbeque tickets cost £10 per per-
son (children under 16 are free).Overnight accommodation, if required, is available on site at £40 per room (sharing) or £30 per 
room (single). To RSVP and/or book barbeque tickets or acoomodation, please email admin@ymt.org or 01207 592 244. 

‘Young people have so much to give our society and our world, I want to give them every opportunity to develop their 
potential. Through the projects Significance will support, young people will be inspired to reach high and achieve their 
best.’  - Fr Dermott Donnelly, 1967-2022 

VOLUNTEERING AT MARY’S PLACE                                                                                                                                             
‘And if you give even a cup of water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded’ (Matthew 10:42).       
At Mary’s Place (located in the basement of the Priests’ House at St Mary’s Cathedral), we give more than a cup of water. Every 
Monday we feed over 40 people, who are homeless or socially disadvantaged, with a variety of hot meals and drinks, as well as 
taking a dozen or so lunch bags out to people on the street. The current situation has increased the demand on our services and 
we really need to have more volunteers each week. We currently operate with a team of 28, each session having 7 volunteer, 
which means that each volunteer is working once every 4 weeks. The sessions run from 9.30am-1.30pm every Monday with a 
number of different roles - greeting/cooking/serving/ tea and coffee making. If you might be interested in learning more about 
joining our team, please contact Liz Bennett on 07815888974 or eliz.bennett1@outlook.com or Angela Joyce at the Cathedral. 

DAY OF REFLECTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                 
This will be held in St Michael's Houghton-le-Spring on Saturday 3rd June 10.30am-3.00pm. Tea & coffee provided. Please bring 
a packed lunch. To register contact the Cathedral Office. 

mailto:alex.svalova@icloud.com
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS THIS WEEK IN THE CITY CENTRE PARTNERSHIP 

 

    

5pm 

5.30pm 

Marina’s Intention 

Celebrant’s Intention 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 21st  May 

The Seventh Sunday 

of                                                                      
Easter 

 

 

St Andrew’s 

St Dominic’s 

8am 

10am 

10am 

11am 

11.30am 

6pm 

6.30pm 

7pm 

Arnold George Masterson RIP 

Brian Santry (A) 

Michael Bell (A) 

Henriqueta Monterio & Augusto Lima Sampa RIP 

People of the Parish 

People of the Parish 

Jim McGee RIP 

People of the Parish 

Cathedral  

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Michael’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

Monday 22nd May                                          

Weekday in Easter  

12.05pm 

6pm 

The Son of Nathan & Julia RIP                                

Celebrant’s Intention 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

Tuesday 23rd May                                            

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

Celebrant’s Intention 

Marion Royston RIP 

In Thanksgiving to St Joseph 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Wednesday 24th May                                       

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

Dieudonné Birali (A) 

Deceased Members of the Aynsley & Kerr Families 

Sarah Cosgrove & Deceased Family 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Thursday 25th May 

St Bede the Venerable, Priest, Doctor (Feast) 

9.30am 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

Celebrant’s Intention 

Raymond Taylor  

Intentions of Angela Joyce 

Wellbeing of Irene & Alex Little 

St Michael’s 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Friday 26th May 

Weekday in Easter 

12.05pm 

10am 

5.30pm 

Eileen Dodds RIP 

Vicky Corkhill RIP 

Gordon & Jenny Watt 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

St Andrew’s 

Saturday 27th May 

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

 

Gerard & Yvonne Hargreaves RIP Cathedral 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 28th MAY 

The Solemnity 

of 

Pentecost 

 

 

5pm 

5.30pm 

Leo Crossling 

Anne & Bob Rourke RIP 

St Andrew’s 

St Dominic’s 

8am 

10am 

10am 

11am 

11.30am 

6pm 

6.30pm 

7pm 

Birthday Intentions of Daniel Joshy 

Celebrant’s Intention 

People of the Parish 

The Brannigan Family RIP 

David McCormack (A) 

People of the Parish 

Maria Ramos De Sanchez 

People of the Parish 

Cathedral  

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Michael’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                           

Cathedral                                                                                                         

Mon, Wed & Fri after 12.05pm Mass.                                                                                                                                                               

St. Andrew’s                                                                                                     

Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm; Saturday 4.15pm-4.45pm                                                                                                                                                

St. Dominic’s                                                                                                      

Wed 5pm-6.30pm 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT                                                                                                                             

Cathedral                                                                                                     

Mon—Wed & Fri 11am-11.45am  (Rosary on Fridays)                                                                    

St. Andrew’s                                                                                              

Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm                                                                                                       

St. Dominic’s                                                                                                    

Wed 5pm-6.30pm 


